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	Among the stories given I chose “The House on Mango Street”, by Sandra Cisneros’ and focus on symbolism as the basis for this analysis. Symbolism is the poetic and artistic movement or it is the style whereby one use symbolic images or any indirect suggestions so as to express mystical ideas, emotions or even to express one’s state of mind.  Symbolism is one of the commonest literary elements in this context (The House on Mango Street) since it’s evident even on its title where the word “house” does not only represent the common house that we could think of when one comes across this word. It has a deeper meaning of the Esperanza’s fascination of coming out of the poverty situation she was in. furthermore, it shows her determination of acquiring wealth and happiness (Bloom, 2010). Sandra Cisneros was born in Chicago in 1954. She was the only daughter in a family of seven children. The father had Mexican origins while her mother was from Chicana.  As Esperanza recalls, the constant movement and relocations were painful. “Because we moved so much, and always in neighborhoods that appeared like France after World War II-empty lots Burned-out-buildings-I retreated inside myself”. While in Lowa pursuing her master degree, Esperanza became a leading Mexican writer when she wrote the novel “The House on the Mango Street” (Angel, 2010). 
    	“The House on Mango Street”, is the author’s first work of fiction as published in 1984. Based on her experiences in Chicago, the fiction story is about a girl (Esperanza) who is undergoing through social realization. Through a child’s innocence Esperanza describes her world that beginnings to fade away. In the story, she expounds on the scenarios that faced the families in the Mango Street. Her family had moved to the Street after there a pipe burst in their previous residence. The landlord had refused to repair the pipe and so her family relocated to Mango Street. It was hard looking for a new apartment since most of the available ones were in down slums. Her family hoped to own a large white apartment with a fence and ample space. She however does not clearly say whether if this house was the one she had wished for. Although her parents claimed that the apartment was temporary, she remained hopeful that one day they would relocate to a better house. This hope was strong regardless of the constant disappointments coming with being born in a poor family.  The house confirmed that the author had grown out of the custom.
The new house has several advantages compared to the previous apartment they lived in. first and foremost, the family owns the house and therefore they will not have to deal with landlords who fail to repair broken pipes. Secondly, they will live peacefully without fear of being thrown out. While living in the previous apartment, Esperanza was ashamed. The look that the nun gave her whenever she said where she lived never left her mind. Although the Mango Street has been improvement, she is not contented with the current condition. She believes that the house does not meet the standards in her dream. It is evident that Esperanza is aware of the issue of racism and classism that existed in the society despite her young age. Moreover, a person can understand that Esperanza knows the differences between the two groups of people in the society. She is however unable to articulate her ideas on classism in the story (Angel, 2010).
Literature relies importantly on looking at the past of the words in order to understand their meaning. Occasionally, a house has different meanings. When one finds out that someone does own a home the first idea to pop up is the level of success of the person. Most people presume that for one to own a home, he or she must be financially stable. Also, the level of stability, having the peace of mind and the sense of belonging are other considerations that we make if we think of buying a home. Esperanza use a house to contrarily show what people believe in. There is no stability or peace that comes with owning a home. “It’s small and red with tight steps in front and windows so small you’d think they were holding their breath. Bricks are crumbling in places, and the front door is so swollen you have to push hard to get in” (Bloom, 2010). 
The house in the story is used as a symbol of the poverty levels of the author. It not only represents her hope and aspiration but also the shame and desperation from being very poor. “There. I had to look to where she pointed the third floor, the paint peeling, wooden bars Papa had nailed on the windows so we wouldn't fall out. You live there? The way she said it made me feel like nothing. There. I lived there. I nodded.” (Bloom, 2010). As a young child, she had seen the differences and disparity that existed between the rich and the poor. She does not use the differences as a crutch to greater heights. However, she uses the disparities as a way of expressing her strength and power. The poverty levels do not reflect the position she wishes to remain in. She is determined to work hard and do something great (Angel, 2010).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The house is used as a symbol of Esperanza strength and hard work under the poverty condition. Despite all the challenges, she is future-oriented and has goals of coming out of the vicious cycle of poverty. The house is used as a source of motivation to better her life. “I knew then I had to have a house. A real house. One I could point to. But this is not it. The house on Mango Street is not it.” (Angel, 2010). Esperanza is searching for ways by which she can get out of the conditions and dreams that she and her family will live in a better house; maybe those for the upper or middle class. 
    Finally, the house is used to represent the character of the author in connection to the Latin heritage. Many have been raised from the neighborhood and she believes she can give them the strength for dreaming big. Although few have been able to move out of that cycle, she is opportunistic that she will eventually make it. Those who have made it usually come back to the neighborhood and help other generations. The small beginnings offer the greatest strength to the younger generations who have similar dreams and aspirations (Angel, 2010). 
The house symbolizes the inadequate opportunities that majority of the minorities face. With such few opportunities, the dreams of the children will be broken.  The author feels ashamed that the house represents her culture too. It represents the inadequate opportunities available for her community. She is however determined to rise beyond all these hurdles and offer hope to the future generations (Angel, 2010).  
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